92 NARKATIVE OF A PRIVATE SOLDIER.

invggtig:tti-e:xr wias had and the animals restored if sfmh
lctig”m Wiis d‘wmed right. In this wav'many horses and
miules were returnesd “to their former owners, but by
far the greatest number were so secreted and chanzed
in appearance, that no matter how sh.arp were the

eyes of those in search of them, they were not dixcov-

eres. It was most lsughable to'see the chagrin of 0ld
men as they hunted from regiment to regiment for
their property.  The men would misdirect them, and

when the poor old men reached the place desigiated -
and asked if théir mules had beeh seen, they were
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mlld, John Morgan's got vour mule.™ Then a mix:
chievous soldier wauld call out, < Old man, hore's

. , D .
your mzr)p; and when the éitizen had hurried to the
spot he wus answered as before. Jc)hu_-)[dr;z;ui Wie A

noted - free-rider on the <ide of the Soith, but he gor i

great deal of 4 nume that he was not fairly éntitled to.

Not only were citizens thus mude sport of, but if an
officer or orderly ‘chanced to be disliked or un popular,
aund o many cuwses whether prono, he wonld  be

hallooed to as he galloped along, and advised to = grab -

& ruat,” or to hold on to the saddle.™  The officer or
orderly would become mortified, und oftentimes act us
o he wus really in danger of faning'uf’f his horse.
Then the men would luagh. Rank rfa'relv secured ex-
em;);{émx.v but the mischievons soldiers wonld Zive their
&dwce‘ under cover of & tent or from amongst a crowd
when it waa addressed to a more exalted pe;.wn. Also
Mt this time I severed my active connection us a
private of the compuny, amd-against the remoustrances
of my Captain, | was detailed as a o Bugler,” and
sttached to regimental headquarters. ' ‘
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CHAPTER IV,

»

" CONTAINE AN ACCOUNT OF THE ADVANCE ON THE

" ENEMY- BETWEEN NASHVILLE AND MURFREES-
' _BORO’, "ANDINCLUDES THE BATTLE- OF STONE
RIVER AN FAR A3 1 PARTICIPAYED INX IT-—THE
" NARRATIVE BEGINNING ON CHRISTMAS DAY,
1862, AND ENDING ON THE 31ST DAY OF DE-
CEMBER, ‘1862, WHEN 1 POUND, y\jsnt,s A PRIS-
ONER OF WAK (N THE HANDS OF THE SOUTHERN ©

FORCEX,

b O~ Christmias morning)we had received our
orders, and were ready. - We Tad-all written to oar
friends in the North, many for the last time ; we had
exchanged dur fine ¢ Sibley” tents for the new ‘‘ shel-
ter tents” ; the mouey (two dollars per man) that: the
General Government allowed as an enlistment’ pre-
mium, and which had been retained by our company
patron and by him 'exp’_ended,_ hsd come back to us in
the shape of an excellent rubber blanket apiece. Ou
" (e morning o Thogreat Christian featival we broke

camp and made an advance of about a mile, where we
established ‘a 'strong outpost and went no tarther.




